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From the Roman invasion to the reign of Queen Victoria, there have always been plenty of gruesome, difficult, disgusting, messy and stomach-turning jobs to do. Read about some of them.


The Executioner �Wearing a hood or 1)___________ didn’t fool anyone - the Executioner was a well-known and despised man. He had to deal with angry crowds, as well as the blood and gore involved with beheadings - and it was even his job to parboil victims’ 2)________ and put them on stakes. It’s no wonder that many executioners eventually committed suicide. 





The Gong Farmer �The gong farmer was something like a modern mobile toilet attendant. It was his job to 3)____________ the privies (a row of holes in a wooden plank over a tank) of private households. Once the farmer’s vat was full of ‘gong’, he carted it 4)____________ the city walls. The job was so horrible that gong farmers were only 5)______________ to work during the night and were forced to live together in a special area.





The Leech Collector �These people 6)____________ leeches - used for medicinal bloodletting - by wading into marshes and letting the little bloodsuckers cling to their legs. One leech is uncomfortable; imagine pulling a whole bucketful off your body! The 7)___________ often became infected and bacteria from the leeches could cause nasty stomach upsets. 





The Fuller �At the top of the list of worst jobs in the Middle Ages is the fuller, who washed out the grease and impurities from newly woven 8)_____________ cloth. The best way to do this was by putting it in a big vat of urine and stomping on it for hours on end. The stench was horrendous but the fuller couldn’t lose his concentration. The process also tightened the weave and 9)_____________ the cloth. When the cloth was ready, the fuller rinsed it in clean water, carried it up a hill and stretched it out to dry on frames. 





The Mud Lark �Mud larks were scavengers, often very small children, who had to make a 10)___________ by poking around in mud on the banks of the River Thames. But it wasn’t just mud. In Victorian London, the sewers emptied into the Thames and mud larks would have no choice but to wade through excrement 11)_________ scavenging. Nails and glass would stick in their feet and disease and infection was all around them. But if a mud lark didn’t collect enough coal, metal or anything else they could 12)___________, they could starve to death.








GLOSSARY


gruesome (adj) – shockingly repellent


gore (n) – blood that has come from an injury and become thick


parboil (v) – boil for a brief period


stake (n) – a stick or pole with a pointed end


vat (n) – a large container for holding liquids; barrel


bloodletting (n) – removal of blood from a body


wade (v) – walk through shallow water with difficulty


marsh (n) – low, wet, soft land that is covered with water; swamp, bog


grease (n) – animal fat


impurities (n) – dirt


stench (n) – stink


horrendous (adj) – hideous, dreadful


scavenger (n) – someone who searches through rubbish for useful things


poke (v) – thrust or push with one’s hand or a stick


sewers (n) – large pipes, usually underground, used for carrying waste water or human waste








Read the text, study the new words and fill the gaps with a suitable word from the box.





The missing words:


 wounds	while	   allowed


       collected	  outside


     mask           thickened


   sell	        empty        living


      woollen	        heads





KEY


From the Roman invasion to the reign of Queen Victoria, there have always been plenty of gruesome, difficult, disgusting, messy and stomach-turning jobs to do. Read about some of them.


The Executioner �Wearing a hood or mask didn’t fool anyone - the Executioner was a well-known and despised man. He had to deal with angry crowds, as well as the blood and gore involved with beheadings - and it was even his job to parboil victims’ heads and put them on stakes. It’s no wonder that many executioners eventually committed suicide. 


The Gong Farmer �The gong farmer was something like a modern mobile toilet attendant. It was his job to empty the privies (a row of holes in a wooden plank over a tank) of private households. Once the farmer’s vat was full of ‘gong’, he carted it outside the city walls. The job was so horrible that gong farmers were only allowed to work during the night and were forced to live together in a special area.


The Leech Collector �These people collected leeches - used for medicinal bloodletting - by wading into marshes and letting the little bloodsuckers cling to their legs. One leech is uncomfortable; imagine pulling a whole bucketful off your body! The wounds often became infected and bacteria from the leeches could cause nasty stomach upsets. 


The Fuller �At the top of the list of worst jobs in the Middle Ages is the fuller, who washed out the grease and impurities from newly woven woollen cloth. The best way to do this was by putting it in a big vat of urine and stomping on it for hours on end. The stench was horrendous but the fuller couldn’t lose his concentration. The process also tightened the weave and thickened the cloth. When the cloth was ready, the fuller rinsed it in clean water, carried it up a hill and stretched it out to dry on frames. 


The Mud Lark �Mud larks were scavengers, often very small children, who had to make a living by poking around in mud on the banks of the River Thames. But it wasn’t just mud. In Victorian London, the sewers emptied into the Thames and mud larks would have no choice but to wade through excrement while scavenging. Nails and glass would stick in their feet and disease and infection was all around them. But if a mud lark didn’t collect enough coal, metal or anything else they could sell, they could starve to death.
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